
In our Job reading (Job 38:1-11), Job has been questioning God and God answers 
him by reminding Job who God is, the amazing things God has done, the power he 
holds. In our Gospel reading (Mark 4:35-41), the disciples question Jesus and he 
answers them by showing them a glimpse of who he is, the amazing things he can 
do, the power he holds.


We often focus on the gentle compassion of God, the way Jesus took on human 
frailty and weakness to be one of us. But God is also awesome, all-powerful, all-
knowing, all-present, all in all. And where the awesome, amazing presence of God 
meets willing disciples, amazing potential is released. 


Just think of the 2 loaves and 5 fishes, a packed lunch generously given to Jesus 
by a small boy, in Jesus awesome and amazing hands it is multiplied to feed a 
crowd of 5,000. But it all starts with a boy, answering the call to give, and offering 
what he can.


Today and for two further weeks, we are going to be thinking about Stewardship 
and our financial giving. To think about the huge potential our wealth holds when 
we give it to God, just as that boy gave his lunch to Jesus, how we can do so much 
good with our money, and that using our money well is a key part of Christian living.

And we are asking everyone to please take home the stewardship and legacy 
leaflets you have been given. To read them, and find out more about the finances of 
St Andrew’s and the positive things your giving achieves. 


And to consider, if you aren’t already -  becoming a regular giver to St Andrew’s. 
And if you are a regular giver, to see if you can increase that gift. And we hope that 
everyone will be happy to sign up to the new parish giving scheme which makes 
giving much easier and more effective. 


Stewardship is a key thread of our Christian faith, and present in much of what 
Jesus and Saint Paul taught and did. To follow Christ is to orientate our whole 
selves and lives towards him, and that includes our resources and our money.

Our generous giving is a response to and a reflection of the generosity of God to 
us. And the good effects of that giving, in the things it achieves and the joy and 
hope that it brings, ripple out far and wide.


The concept of Stewardship was once a common idea, it’s now quite radically 
counter-cultural, to believe that, as Psalm 24:1 puts it, The earth is the Lord’s, and 
everything in it, the world, and all who live in it;

God made it, it belongs to him, and he has made us stewards of it. To care for the 
earth, to enjoy the earth and to use these riches in accordance with God’s will. 

 

Stewardship is remembering that we have great power, wealth is power, and every 
time we type our card number into the internet, or click on paypal, or chip and pin 
our card or take a tenner out of our wallet and pass it to someone, we are casting a 



vote for the kind of world we want to live in, for the kind of world future generations 
will inherit.

 

When we pay a bit extra for fairtrade tea, it’s a recognition that our money is not 
just ours and it’s not just about us. If it were all about us, we would just buy 
whatever we wanted or what was cheapest – however and by whoever it was 
made. But when we pay that extra, even if it’s just pennies, it’s a recognition, 
however partial, that this money, this teabag, this life, it’s not just about us, it’s 
about all of us, the human race, we are brothers and sisters, and if one suffers we 
all suffer, if one thrives we all thrive. It’s about the planet, if we exploit it in the end 
we will pay the price, not at the checkout but in conflict and climate chaos, and it’s 
about God, who loves all people, loves this planet, and gave us responsibility to 
care for it, and it’s about one day when each of us will give an account of the way 
we used our life and resources to the one who gave them to us. It’s never just 
about the tea bags, it’s so much bigger than that!

 

Stewardship, and financial giving, is also more than just balancing the books or 
paying for the world we want to see. It is part of our discipleship. In the same way 
that worship, focusses our hearts and minds, upwards, outwards, outside of 
ourselves, teaching us humility, selflessness, unity, so giving to others, to the 
church, to individuals, to organisations and charities, focusses our hearts and 
minds outside of ourselves. It teaches us contentment, generosity, empathy, it 
helps us be more like Jesus who gave everything for this world he loves, and being 
like Jesus is of course the whole point of discipleship, Jesus said, “Follow me,” and 
that’s why the church exists in the first place.


And it is our following and our giving, in response to Jesus call, and our partnership 
in his continuing work that still generates our church communities. And our giving 
and our time maintains all our supportive gatherings and impactful ministries and 
this beautiful building we meet in. 

Presumably Jesus could have just fed the crowd miraculously himself, but he chose 
to use the gift of the boy who gave Jesus his lunch, and work through that to feed 
the 5,000. And God continues to work out his purposes in the world in partnership 
with others, with us, as we are willing to bring ourselves and our resources for that 
goal.

 

Look around for a moment, at this Church, the West end where we welcome 
people, baptise, and hopefully before long will again share a chat and a cup of 
coffee together, the Jolly corner where children will again play, the beauty in the 
windows and around the altar, the base it provides for reaching out and welcoming 
in. The many marriages, baptisms, funerals and other services and events that this 
building facilitates – you do this, and the generations before you did this. It stands 
here, it is beautiful, it facilitates worship and ministry, because your support enables 
it to. And that goes for the things that happen outside this building too.

The Parish Share pays for your vicar; and the ministry of the Diocese itself.

 




This church, from your giving, supports children’s, youth and school’s work, an 
environmental charity and several local homeless charities, we fund schools and 
sanitation blocks in the Solomon Islands for children who might otherwise not have 
these things, and we support the wonderful ministry of Sister Veronica. And many 
other things I could mention. 


By giving your time and effort, your love and commitment, your money and talents, 
you are joining in the work of God in Ham and beyond, and these are just some of 
the results that we can give thanks for feel excited about, as God works in and 
through us and our gifts to bring blessing. 



