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I just want to reflect on one point from today’s reading. We can see here a large group of 
people, Jesus, his friends and disciples, bystanders, children, animals and adults, all 
different but their lives connected in different ways. And they all come together, at great 
personal risk, to enact a different kind of world to the one they currently inhabit. 

To act out a few hours of ‘things as they could be’, rather than ‘things as they are’.


It’s a risky business to draw attention to yourself in a city under Roman rule, a city already 
full of tension and danger, a city on high alert for any trouble or revolution. It’s a risky 
business to join in with Jesus when he seems to be proclaiming by his actions that he is 
some kind of ruler, someone people have been waiting for since his actions were 
prophesied by ancient prophets, as the authorities watch him and get increasingly 
nervous and hostile.


But all these people, boldly come together and join in with a symbol, a statement, an 
action, a procession that draws attention to its current world, one of Roman oppression, 
poverty and inequality, lack of compassion, and challenges it with a vision of another 
world. A world in which God is active and on the side of the oppressed and poor, a world 
in which Kings prioritise peace and not war, where rulers understand poverty and 
proactively lift people out of it, where people do not use their power to lord it over others, 
but in order to serve and save people. 


And to this brave and wonderful demonstration of what we all pray for every time we pray 
the Lord’s prayer - ‘Your kingdom come God, on earth as it is in heaven’ people bring 
themselves, their time and enthusiasm, their cloaks and palm branches, their possessions 
and resources, their hearts and voices, their witness and courage, their hope and 
solidarity. 


Of course it is costly, particularly for Jesus, this path leads to his death. But it also leads 
beyond that to the resurrection, and to the founding of communities who carry on that 
goal, that dream, who continue to find ways, small and big, everyday, to pray and do and 
be ‘your kingdom come God, on earth as it is in heaven’. Your way of peace and justice, 
your way of love and hope. I want to be a part of making it happen, I want to belong to 
that world and I’ll keep speaking and acting it into being, one choice, one moment at a 
time. 


I recently saw an exchange on the internet that resonated so much with me, as someone 
who longs for justice, but also as a mother. First the words of Rabbi Tzvi Freeman, ‘What 
is it that the child has to teach? The child naively believes that everything should be fair 
and everyone should be honest, that only good should prevail…and there should be no 
pain or sadness. The child believes the world should be perfect and is outraged to 
discover it is not. And the child is right.’ And then a quote that was added from Barbara 
Alice Mann saying westerners are fond of saying ‘life isn’t fair’ and adding ‘so get used to 
it’. But the response to ‘life isn’t fair’ should be ‘Then make it fair’.


I think palm Sunday contains a challenge to us, to not assume that this is a good as it 
gets, or that we are powerless to help others in their suffering or solve the worlds 
problems, that our actions don’t matter. As Jesus, in his life and death, confronts all the 



things that build walls between us and God, and challenges all behaviour and systems 
that fall short of God’s love and justice, he calls us to journey with him, contributing 
recourses, our clocks and palms, being brave in the face of those who do not want to 
hear our words, showing people everyday by the things we say and do, and the things we 
don’t say and do, that another world is possible, as we follow the ways of a Lord who is a 
prince of peace riding a donkey instead of a war horse, and who sees and loves 
everyone. 


And finding great joy in it, as we shout Hosanna - we trust you to save us God, to show 
us the way, to be with us on this journey towards being and bringing your kingdom, 
expressed in all its Beauty, wonder, holiness and love, on earth as it is in heaven.



